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“The door of
faith is

always open 
for us.”

–Pope Benedict XVI, 
Porta Fidei



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As I celebrate my third year as Bishop of Austin, it has been my privilege to serve 
on the Board of Directors of the Catholic Foundation – Diocese of Austin alongside 
dedicated women and men from across our diocese. I have also found in our parishes 
a deep love for Jesus Christ and the Church that He founded.

During this special time for all Catholics, the Year of Faith, Pope Benedict XVI called 
upon us “to rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed ever clearer light on the 
renewed enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ.” Thank you for helping to guide 
and strengthen the Catholic Foundation, which supports the faith development of so 
many people in our diocese.

I pray that you will draw inspiration from these words of Pope Benedict XVI: “The 
‘door of faith’ is always open for us, ushering us into the life of communion with 
God and offering entry into His Church. To enter through that door is to set out on a 
journey that lasts a lifetime.”

May God bestow His blessings upon you and all those who are dear to you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez
Bishop of Austin
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It is with pleasure that I present the 2012 Annual Report for the Catholic Foundation 
– Diocese of Austin. Since its inception in 2007, I have had the honor of serving as 
a founding member of the Board of Directors. For the last year, I have served as the 
President and it has been a true joy to lead this organization. 

This report covers the fiscal year from July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012. In that time, 
the Catholic Foundation’s total assets increased to more than $19.4 million, market 
returns stayed well ahead of setbacks, despite ongoing market volatility, and new 
endowments were created.

I am personally thankful for the many generous families, individuals, and institutions 
that have contributed to the Catholic Foundation. I would also like to thank my fellow 
Directors, our Investment Committee members, and staff for their leadership and 
prayerful stewardship of our resources.  

While we do all that we can to support the parishes, schools, and agencies in our dio-
cese, the needs continue to be greater than the gifts we make. I ask that you continue 
to pray and reflect on how you can establish a lasting legacy in your name for years 
to come and also support the work of Christ in our diocese today. 

Yours sincerely,

Paul Seals
President of the Board of Directors 



Mission and Purpose

Our Mission
In, through, and for Jesus Christ, 

the Catholic Foundation – 

Diocese of Austin connects faith 

with charitable giving through 

long-term support for the future 

needs of Catholic ministries in 

the Diocese of Austin.

Our Vision
To build up the ministry of 

Christ in Central Texas through 

long-term, sustainable support 

to parishes, Catholic schools, 

diocesan ministries, and other 

Catholic charitable causes 

serving in the Diocese of Austin.

To provide an accessible, 

sustainable, and socially 

responsible means for donors 

to connect with those in need.

To live out our faith in Jesus 

Christ, our hope for the future, 

and our love of God and 

neighbor. 

“I give thanks to my God
at every remembrance

of you . . .” 

– Phil 1:3
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2012 Investment Committee

Eric Boyce
St. Thomas More Parish, Austin

Ken Ciani
St. John Neumann Parish, Austin

Cass Grange
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Austin

Staff 

Scott Whitaker, Executive Director
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Austin

Mary Beth Koenig
St. Theresa Parish, Austin

Deacon Ron Walker
St. Mary Cathedral, Austin

2012 Board of Directors

Most Rev. Joe S. Vásquez, Chairman
Bishop of Austin

Paul Seals, President
St. Mary Cathedral, Austin

Daniel D. Staebler, Vice President
St. Mary Parish, Temple

Julie Frey, Secretary
St. Theresa Parish, Austin

Paul King, Treasurer and 
Investment Committee Chair
St. John Parish, Marble Falls

Jesus Garza
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Austin

Msgr. Lonnie Urban
St. Mary Parish, Taylor

Robert Suffoletta, 
Investment Committee Member

St. Theresa Parish, Austin

Tom Blair
Christ the King Parish, Belton



“By faith, the disciples 
formed the first community, 

gathered around the 
teaching of the Apostles, 
in prayer, in celebration 
of the Eucharist, holding 

their possessions in common 
so as to meet the needs 

of the brethren 
(cf. Acts 2:42-47).”

–Porta Fidei

Our Values

Communion
As members of the One Body of Christ, we are all connected — men and women, 

young and old, rich and poor. The Church is more than just a community. We are 

a communion of believers — past, present, and future. The Catholic Foundation – 

Diocese of Austin strengthens these connections by providing a way to care for those 

in need and build on the work of past generations to ensure the future growth of the 

Church.

Stewardship
God has created each of us in His image and has blessed us with unique gifts. 

Through our Baptism, we are called to share our gifts in love and justice with others 

and return them with increase to the Lord. The Catholic Foundation – Diocese of 

Austin seeks to practice good financial stewardship by following sound investment 

practices that maximize returns, providing a sustainable and reliable source of 

support for Catholic ministries in our diocese.

Socially Responsible Investing
Following Christ’s command to love our neighbor as ourselves, we stand in 

solidarity with the least among us by practicing Socially Responsible Investing 

as outlined by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The Catholic 

Foundation – Diocese of Austin strives not to invest in 

companies or funds that are exploitive in nature, derive 

income from the destruction of human life, or hold values 

in conflict with those of the Catholic Church.

Diocese of Austin
The Catholic Foundation – 

Diocese of Austin is a self-governing, 

Catholic, non-profit corporation serving 

the parishes, Catholic schools, and Catholic 

ministries within the 25 Central 

Texas counties comprising the 

Diocese of Austin. 
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On any given day you can stop by the University Catholic Center at the 

University of Texas and see students studying, praying, or just hanging out 

with their friends. With over 12,000 Catholics attending UT, it is important that 

students have this home-away-from-home where they can feel welcome, make 

friends who share their values, and receive guidance as they make important 

life decisions.

The UCC fosters spiritual and intellectual growth in the university setting. By 

encouraging students to take active roles in liturgy, volunteer work, and social 

justice projects, the Center staff prepares these young people to become 

leaders in the larger Catholic community and to raise families in the Catholic 

Christian tradition. The University Catholic Center provides a safe and hospitable 

place for the community’s educational and social needs. Within our walls, 

students can pray, reflect, relax, study, have fun, and grow. For generations, UT 

Catholic students have found their spiritual home at the Catholic Center.

Forming the Faith Community
Creating a sense of belonging, a place to 
have fun and to meet other people of faith 
on a tremendously large campus

Educating for Justice
Making young people aware of social 
concerns and social justice, and how 
to participate

Appropriating the Faith
Educating people about the Catholic faith 
and preparing them to receive 
the Sacraments

University Catholic Center promotes the six goals of campus ministry as outlined by the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Campus Ministry – Empowered by the Spirit:

UCC
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This year, the UCC has grown to 1,200 students attending Sunday Mass and 

upwards of 100 attending daily Mass. Currently, more than 40 Bible studies 

take place weekly and more than 300 students are actively involved in 

various ministries.  

The UCC is able to continue the work of bringing Christ to the UT community 

through the generosity of so many parents, alumni, and friends of the 

Catholic Center. Alumni and friends also have ensured that the UCC will 

be around for generations of Longhorn Catholics to come, through the 

establishment of permanent endowments. 

In 2012, the UCC established two new endowments, the Class Endowment and 

the Monica Therese Bailes Endowment. These, along with the Fr. Bob Scott and 

Beverly Guirard endowments, have already impacted lives and will continue to 

do so for years to come.

The mission of the 
University Catholic 
Center (UCC) is to 
provide pastoral care 
to the Roman Catholic 
community at the 
University of Texas at 
Austin and to advance 
the spiritual, intellectual 
and social life of the 
students, faculty, staff 
and administration.

Facilitating Personal 
Development
Providing group and individual opportuni-
ties to learn more about how we think and 
feel and look at life

Forming the Christian 
Conscience
Helping young people to integrate their 
faith into the decisions they make in their 
daily lives

Developing Leaders for 
the Future
Providing the experience and teaching the 
skills needed to be good leaders in 
the Church and in society

University Catholic Center promotes the six goals of campus ministry as outlined by the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Campus Ministry – Empowered by the Spirit:
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Catholic Foundation – Diocese of Austin
Statement of Financial Position

Years Ended June 30, 2012 and 2011

 2012  2011

A S S E T S

Assets:

 Cash ............................................................................................................... $  5,259 $ 2,657

 Investments ................................................................................................  19,473,919  17,279,623

       Total Assets ......................................................................................... $ 19,479,178 $ 17,282,280

L I A B I L I T I E S  A N D  N E T  A S S E T S

 Accounts Payable ..................................................................................... $  45,504  $  21,887

       Total Liabilities ...................................................................................  45,504  21,887

Net assets:

 Unrestricted ................................................................................................  18,005,245  15,909,461

 Temporarily restricted ............................................................................  109,148   160,271

 Permanently restricted ..........................................................................  1,319,281  1,190,661

       Total net assets ..................................................................................  19,433,674  17,260,393

       Total Liabilities and Net Assets .................................................. $ 19,479,178 $ 17,282,280
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Growth of the 
Assets of the
Catholic Foundation – 
Diocese of Austin

 2010–

 2011–

 2012–

$14,074,169

$17,282,280

$19,479,178



Catholic Foundation – Diocese of Austin
Statement of Activities

Years Ended June 30, 2012 and 2011
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 2012 2011

Revenues, gains, 
  and other support:

 Contribututions ..........................................................................................................  $ 3,128,620 $ 715,756

 Investment Revenue.................................................................................................   475,887  543,596

 Net appreciation (depreciation) ............................................................................   (696,199)  2,613,922

 Other ...............................................................................................................................   1,800  1,750

  Total revenues, gains, 
     and other support ...........................................................................................   2,910,108  3,875,024

Net assets released
  from restrictions .............................................................................................................   –  –

  Total revenues and 
     release of restrictions ....................................................................................   2,910,108  3,875,024

Expenses and losses:

 Administration ............................................................................................................   29,367  1,963

 Investment Fees .........................................................................................................   85,011  77,348

 Distributions to Diocese of Austin .........................................................................   609,489  609,489

 Distributions to Parishes.........................................................................................   10,499  –

 Distributions to Schools ..........................................................................................   2,461  –

  Total expenses and losses ...............................................................................   736,827  688,800

  Change in net assets..........................................................................................   2,173,281  3,186,224

Net assets at beginning of year ....................................................................................   17,260,393  14,074,169

Net assets at end of year ..............................................................................................   $ 19,433,674 $ 17,260,393



What is an 
Endowment?

Why establish 
an Endowment?

Arturo and Louisa Casiraghi Endowment
Supports tuition assistance for one or more child(ren) 

at Cathedral School of St. Mary in Austin, Texas

Beverly Guirard Endowment
Supports the University Catholic Center campus ministry 

at the University of Texas in Austin

Bishop Gregory M. Aymond Endowment
Supports seminarian education, Catholic schools, 

and parish religious education in the Diocese of Austin

Bishop John E. McCarthy Endowment
Supports Catholic Charities of Central Texas, 

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton, 
and retired priests in the Diocese of Austin

Bishop Louis Reicher Catholic School Endowment
Supports existing and future Catholic schools in the

Diocese of Austin as directed by the Bishop of Austin

David and Cynthia Bednar Endowment
Supports the education and formation 
of seminarians in the Diocese of Austin

Deacon Alfredo Vasquez Endowment
Supports the education and formation 

of deacons in the Diocese of Austin

Diocese of Austin Catholic Schools Endowment
Supports existing and future Catholic Schools 

in the Diocese of Austin

Diocese of Austin Retired Priests Endowment
Supports the care, housing, and living expenses 

of retired priests in the Diocese of Austin

Diocese of Austin Seminarian Endowment
Supports the education and formation 
of seminarians in the Diocese of Austin

Erlene and Arthur Goertz Endowment
Supports youth ministry and parish 
religious education and formation 
at Sacred Heart Parish in Rockne

The Fr. Bob Scott, CSP, Good Stop Endowment
Supports the University Catholic Center campus ministry 

at the University of Texas in Austin

The Monica Therese Bailes Memorial Endowment
Supports the University Catholic Center campus ministry 

at the University of Texas in Austin

The Msgr. John Driscoll Endowment
Supports the education and formation of seminarians 

in the Diocese of Austin

An endowment fund in the Catholic Foundation – Diocese of Austin is a donated 

gift that is invested to produce ongoing income for a parish, school, or Catholic 

agency in the Diocese of Austin.

•	 An	endowment	allows	your	gift	to	benefit	the	parish,	school,	or	other	entity	

in perpetuity.

•	 An	endowment	is	an	excellent	way	to	honor	or	memorialize	an	individual	or	

family with a scholarship, a parish program, or a personal perpetual gift.

•	 An	endowment	supports	the	intent	of	the	donor	and	ensures	that	the	gifts	

are designated for a specific purpose.

E NDOWMEN T S

L i S T  o F  E N D ow M E N T S  A S  o F  J u N E  3 0,  2 0 1 2
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our Faith ~ our Legacy 
Catholic Campus Ministry Endowment

Supports current and future campus ministry programs 
in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Catholic Charities 
of Central Texas Endowment
Supports the operational needs of 
Catholic Charities of Central Texas 

our Faith ~ our Legacy Catholic Schools Endowment
Supports existing and future Catholic Schools 

in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Permanent Diaconate Endowment
Supports the education and formation of deacons 

in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Retired Priests Endowment
Supports the care, housing, 

and living expenses of retired priests 
in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Religious Education 
and Formation Endowment

Supports the general operating expenses 
of religious education and formation 

programs in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Seminarian Endowment
Supports the education and formation 
of seminarians in the Diocese of Austin

our Faith ~ our Legacy Youth Ministry Endowment
Supports the general operating expenses 

of youth ministry programs in the Diocese of Austin

our Lady of wisdom university Parish Endowment
Supports the Our Lady of Wisdom University Parish campus 

ministry at Texas State University in San Marcos

Sacred Heart Catholic School Endowment
Supports existing and future Catholic schools 

in the Diocese of Austin 
as directed by the Bishop of Austin

St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School Endowment
Support for tuition assistance 

at St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School in Austin

St. ignatius, Martyr Catholic School Endowment
Supports general operational needs and tuition assistance 

at St. Ignatius, Martyr Catholic School in Austin

uCC Catholic Center Class Endowment
Supports the University Catholic Center campus ministry 

at the University of Texas in Austin

“Faith and charity each 
require the other, in such 

a way that each allows 
the other to set out along 

its respective path.” 

– Porta Fidei

L i S T  o F  E N D ow M E N T S  A S  o F  J u N E  3 0,  2 0 1 2
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What are the Methods of Giving?
•	 Outright	Gifts

•	 Cash

•	 Real	Estate

•	 Stocks	and	Securities

•	 Wills	and	Bequests	–	This	is	the	most	popular	tool	naming	the	Foundation	a	

specific amount or percentage from your estate to permanently benefit your 

parish or school forever. 

•	 Life	Insurance	Policies	–	You	direct	the	proceeds,	cash	value,	or	any	portion	of	your	

policy to benefit the parish or Catholic entity through the Foundation. 

•	 Retirement	Plan/IRA	–	Name	the	Foundation	as	a	beneficiary	upon	death	to	

reduce or eliminate estate and income taxes. 



Catholic Foundation –
Diocese of Austin
6225 Highway 290 East

Austin, Texas 78723

(512) 949-2441

www.catholicfdn.org

“All temporal and
spiritual goods are

created by and
come from God.” 

– Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response


